enowned Sri Lankan filmmaker Prasanna e
Vithanage delivered an illuminating ‘Masterclass’ Wh t m “ r I “
on filmmaking, cinema, and art during the fifth day of
the 28th IFFK. With 27 IFFK experiences under his belt,

[ ] [
Vithanage shared his profound insights, emphasising
the essence of expression and connection with the I I W

audience.

Vithanage, whose movie Paradise is being screened e

at the festival, commenced the session with the o u I“e a “ “ o
fundamental question of why filmmakers create cinema.

He suggested that the core motivation lies in impressing

others, much like the historical drive of primitive Wh

men striving to impress women. He emphasised the

importance of understanding characters from various

perspectives, treating each with the same depth as the .

protagonist. He spoke about the challenge for writers p ‘, th g
to externalise the inner self of a character, considering rasanna I a“a e

it the most difficult part of scriptwriting. He also
critiqued recent films for struggling to convey emotions L U

effectively, often resorting to excessive dialogue. ﬂ' g \ ' *‘“\c‘ i
g p R St
As a seasoned filmmaker, he stressed on the signif- ﬁ\ N T : Sy

icance of investing time in character development,
advising aspiring creators to dedicate at least half an
hour daily to penning down a character. He undersco
the discipline required to cultivate this urge to write,
asserting its role in crafting powerful characters.

The discussion moved to the structural element
cinema, where Vithanage highlighted the
clear view of the dramatic premise and the evelving
nature of the script-making process. He encourag
filmmakers to\persevere through drafts, trials, and
errors, emphasising that the subject holds significant
importance in scriptwriting.

Delving into the societal role of artists, Vithanage urged

scriptwriters to dig deeper, unveiling truths hidden by

the ruling elite. He expressed the artist’s duty to make

the audience see things visible non-outw.

subjective truths that can resonate afo'w

within a group.

In the realm of visual media, Vithanage underscored

essence lying in the juxtaposition of shots, : ! .y Y\

inforcing the idea that in cinema, what matters A £ AN .

you give, not what you get. The ' v

with the powerful statement th
truthfully under imaginary circ
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Enlightening Cinematic Horizons

he Kerala Film Market, relaunched

during the 28th IFFK at the Mascot
Hotel, stands as a crucial element
accompanying successful film festivals,
a norm seen notably in Europe and
America, with independent counterparts
abroad. This market operates as a
Business-to-Business (B2B) platform,
uniting film enthusiasts. The film
market is managed by Kerala State Film
Development Corporation in association
with the Kerala State chalachitra
Academy.

This year’s film market revolves around
disseminating knowledge, delving

into various cinematic facets: finding
film producers, pitching scripts to
platforms like Netflix, selling book
rights, locating film distributors, seeking
post-production assistance, handling
completed or unfinished cinematic
works, and more. Additionally, the
organisers aid in connecting individuals
with creative collaborators or festival
curators. Currently, the film bazaar
remains India’s sole model offering

such services. While aiming to replicate
this bazaar, the market’s primary goal

is to educate the audience before its

full implementation, as knowledge
dissemination fosters an understanding
of the film market’s diverse possibilities.
“The cooperation of two government
organisations can create wonders for
the cinema industry”, remarked Shaji N
Karun, Chairman, KSFDC.

“The film market can create waves in
the film industry, especially for budding
young filmmakers”, expressed Ranjith,
Chairman, KSCA.

The market also emphasises KSFDC's
commitment to enhancing literacy in
pitching, distribution, production, and
other film production aspects. Esteemed
experts like Pan Nalin conducted
sessions on co-productions, while Pablo
Caesar, T Ramakrishnan, Dominic
Sangma, and Shahrukhkhan Chavada
illuminated audiences on cinema
production structures. A dedicated
viewing room at Tagore theatre,
accommodating twenty people, has

been set up for delegates to explore and
learn about film production. Services
facilitating meetings with filmmakers
attending the festival and screening your
film at reasonable prices in the viewing
room has also been made available.

“The film market is one of the biggest
attractions of this year’'s IFFK", said C
Ajoy, Secretary, KSCA.

“This year's film market has been a
resounding success, and we aspire

to replicate this achievement next

year, planning an even larger-scale
market as part of the film festival,” said
Shambhu Purushothaman, a KSFDC
representative. m
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MANGOSTEEN CLUB

he fourth session of the Open Forum
took place in the Tagore theatre
premises on the topic ‘Contribution
of Film Society Movement to Indian
Cinema’.
Eminent personalities took part in the
session and talked about the various
roles played by the Film Society for the
promotion of cinema in the country.

“While we are living in a fascist country
where freedom of expression is being
clipped without mercy and censorship is
being imposed on artists from all fields,
it is amazing that Kerala is holding a
political statement like IFFK. It is in

the nature of all fascist governments

to eliminate the cultural element while
dominating a large population, bound
by their cultural integrities. They tend
to change histories and culture. New
narratives are being created every year
because of IFFK. In a drowning nation,
IFFK sounds impossible, surreal,

ety he

unrealistic festival and it is pure hope”,
remarked T V Chandran.

K M Kamal reminisced his college

days and fondly remembered how the
Kothamangalam Sumangala Film Society
helped him become the filmmaker he

is today. “I'm a representative and a
product of the contribution of the film
society”, he added.

“In a country where only commercial
cinema was considered cinema, the role
of the film society to promote art films is
extremely valuable. Cinema as a political
tool was promoted by the activities

of various film societies.”, expressed
Unnikrishnan Avala.

“| feel the participation of youth is
extremely less in today’s film societies.
I’'m grateful to the Chitrashala Film
Society for producing my first film. The
space for film discussions and debate
and social gathering among youngsters
need to improve if we want to promote

MASTERCLASS

HOTEL HORIZON
11:00 AM-12.30 PM

Evolution of Female
Stature and Sexuvality in
Indian Cinema

Namita Lal, Golda

G 1| Sellam, Shruthi
Sharanyam, Shweta
Bajaj, Anupriya Goenka

discover a

new genre of cinema open rorum

|

more festivals like IFFK”, opined Vignesh
P Sasidharan.

“Most filmmakers in our state grew into
cinema from the film society background.
They are all invaluable products of the
society’'s perseverance “, voiced Film
Society Activist V K Joseph.

“The film festival in Jamshedpur died
down after 10 years. I'm glad IFFK has
sustained. We should try exchanging
filmmakers within the industry to act as
a catalyst for better promotion of the film
society activities”, opined Amitava Ghosh.

Adoor Gopalakrishnan and Madhu
Janardhanan also took part in the
session. The Vijaya Mulay Award

was presented to Amitava Ghosh by
Adoor Gopalakrishnan for his active
contributions to the film society.

Madhu Janardhanan was felicitated for
winning the Ritwik Ghatak Award at the
event. The session was moderated by
Premendra Mazumdar. m

Explanation for
Everything - 13th Dec
@ Sree Theatre

8.30 pm

will be replaced by

HOUSEKEEPING FOR
BEGINNERS

The Girl from Uruguay
will be retained at
AriesPlex Audi 1

13th Dec - 12.00 pm

SCHEDULE
UPDATE
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TODAY’S PROGRAMME

NILA THEATRE

2:30PM

IN CONVERSATION
Boukary Sawadogo

In Conversation with ﬂ@
<

Pablo Cesar

TAGORE THEATRE PREMISES

3.30 to 5.00 PM
MEET THE DIRECTOR

5:00 PM

SEMINAR - FIPRESCI

FILM CRITICISM - NEW
PLATFORMS, NEW CHALLENGES
Chair: V K Joseph
Speakers: B Unnikrishnan,
N Vidyashankar, G P
Ramachandran, Meenakshi
Dutta, Sreedevi P Aravind
Moderator: Premendra
Mazumder

MANAVEEYAM VEEDHI
CULTURAL PROGRAMME
6.00 PM

Shiyon Saji Music Live
8.30 PM

Abhaya Hiranmayi

FT. Pickle Jar



AUDIENCE POL

IC001 ACHILLES/Achilles
IC002 AGRA/Agra

IC003 ALL THE SILENCE/
Todo el silencio

IC004 EVIL DOES NOT EXIST/
Aku wa Sonzai Shinai

IC005 FAMILY/Family
IC006 POWER ALLEY/Levante

IC007 PRISON IN THE ANDES/
Penal Cordillera

IC008 SERMON TO THE BIRDS/

Quslara xUtbe

IC009 SOUTHERN STORM/

IC010

Icon

1C012

IC013

IC014

AUDIENCE PRIZE RAJATA CHAKORAM

The IFFK has an Audience Prize, Rajata Chakoram. It carries a Cash
prize of Rs 2 lakh to the Director of the film voted as the Best Entry in
the Competition category by the festival delegates.

The Audience Poll for the 28th IFFK will open from 10 AM on 13
December to 2.30 PM on 15 December. The delegates can vote either
through SMS or through the official website.

SMS Format: IFFK<space> Film Code to 56070
OR through https://registration.iffk.in

Each

La Sudestada

SUNDAY/
Yakshanba

THE SENTENCE/
Thadav

THE SNOWSTORM/
Boran

TOTEM/
Totem

WHISPERS OF FIRE &
WATER/Whispers of
Fire & Water

) |

production is a learning pr

. 'P L BL

ocess and not

an aim for perfection meet the Director
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TOURS & TRAVELS
Bakery Jn., Palayam

Thiruvananthapuram-33
GST NO:32ANEPS8672F1ZR
saju016@yahoo.com

AC BUS 49 SEAT
TEMPO TRAVELLER 26 SEAT
TEMPO TRAVELLER 17 SEAT
CRYSTA
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