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ld dominated by superheroes and

0 movies, film festivals play an
ole in the spread of real art. Raw
ten buried amidst the sands of
s commercial cinema culture.

e International Film Festival of Kerala is
one among the roaring appraisals of the
vanishing art of cinema and its rich culture.
The 28th edition of the IFFK is all set to light
up the capital city of Thiruvananthapuram
from the 8th of December 2023.

The festival will be inaugurated at the
Nishagandhi auditorium by Pinarayi Vijayan,
Chief Minister of Kerala in online mode.
Three times National Award winner for Best
Actor, Nana Patekar will be the chief guest
at the event.

Mayor Arya Rajendran will present the

Spirit of Cinema Award to Kenyan director
Wanuri Kahiu. Festival Curator Golda Sellam
will introduce the various packages at

the 28th IFFK. VK Prasanth MLA, District
Panchayat President Adv. D Suresh Kumar,
International Competition Section Jury
Chairperson and Portuguese Director

Rita Azevedo Gomes, Latin American
Package Curator Fernando Brunner, Sound
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Designer and Director Resul Pookutty,
KSCA Chairman Ranjith, filmmaker Shyama
Prasad, KSFDC Chairman Shaji N. Karun,
Cultural Workers Welfare Board Chairman
Madhupal, Culture Department Secretary
Mini Antony IAS, Film Chamber President
BR Jacob, KSCA Vice Chairman Prem Kumar
and Secretary C. Ajoy will be present at the
occassion.

The festival catalogue will be released
by VK Prasanth MLA by handing over it
to Madhupal. The Daily Bulletin will be
released by Adv. D. Suresh Kumar to
Shaji N. Karun. The festival edition of
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the Chalachitra Academy magazine,
Chalachitra Sameeksha, will be launched
by Resul Pookutty to Premkumar. The
opening film Goodbye Julia will then be
screened at the auditorium.

In theaters, 70 percent of the total

seats are reserved and 30 percent are
unreserved. Senior citizens aged 60

and above will be allowed entry without
qgueuing. This benefit can be availed only
by those who can show a government
approved identity card proving their age.
Two e-buses of KSRTC will run a special
free service connecting the exhibition
venues for the delegates. Vehicular
restrictions have been imposed at the
main venue, Tagore Theatre. Only vehicles
with a festival vehicle pass are allowed to
enter Tagore premises.

We live amidst war and revolution. It is
highly important for art to be visualised
and enjoyed in a theatre full of film
enthusiasts. Art unites and creates

waves that in turn pave the way for
revolutions through history and the
future. The 28th IFFK is here to bring art to
life yet again. m




The 28th IFFK is ready to set the
cinematic atmosphere in the
capital city again. Every year,
IFFK comes with a handful of
world class films and artistic
culture to entertain and enhance
the cinematic universe of film
enthusiasts. We are super glad
and proud of this year's festival
organisation and selected

films. We are sure it will provide
our audience with an exciting
experience this year too. IFFK
has always maintained its quality,
be it in its film selection or the
artistic expressions throughout
the festival. We look forward to
hosting our invaluable audience
and treating them to art as raw as
the films we have chosen for them
this year too.

MINI ANTONY IAS

Secretary, Department of
Cultural Affairs

Messa

The IFFK holds a significant place
as one of the largest film festivals
in Asia, drawing in enthusiastic
audiences. The festival holds a
political aspect, emphasizing
films from Afro -Asian and Latin
American countries, reflected in
our curated packages. Five films
from Latin America, a beloved
region among film enthusiasts,
will be showcased. This edition of
the festival will honour Kenyan
filmmaker Wanuri Kahiu with the
‘Spirit of Cinema’ award for her
courageous stance against state
censorship and her contributions
through AFROBUBBLEGUM,
advocating a vibrant and
optimistic portrayal of Africa,
emphasizing joy, hope, and love.

May these eight days of the
festival offer heartwarming and
enriching cinematic experiences.

RANIJITH

Festival Director, IFFK
Chairman, Kerala State
Chalachitra Academy

IFFK serves as an important
platform for cultural resistance
and education. By presenting
these diverse narratives, the
festival fosters a space for
dialogue and solidarity, allowing
viewers to express support

for oppressed communities
worldwide. The festival indeed
serves as a form of cultural
resistance. It's a platform where
people come together, not only
to watch films but also to engage
in discussions that amplify the
voices of the marginalized and
stand in solidarity with those
who face oppression. Through
this collective experience, the
festival becomes more than just
a showcase of films; it becomes a
catalyst for empathy, awareness,
and advocacy for social change.

PREM KUMAR
Vice Chairman, Kerala State
Chalachitra Academy

Stepping boldly into its 28th
edition, IFFK stands as a
vibrant testament to the
State’s cultural evolution.
This year's edition unveils

a myriad of genres and
themes, sparking positive
anticipation. The festival's
array of curated packages,
global film representations,
special sessions, and open

forums serve as conduits for
meaningful people-to-people

connections. Meanwhile,

the renovated ‘Manaveeyam'
Street, Kerala's first cultural

corridor invites attendees
to partake in enchanting
cultural evenings. IFFK

by its style and substance
has inspired the genesis of
many cultural movements
that we see in Kerala today.
This quintessential work

of art is here to stay as

the pinnacle of the Kerala
model of inclusiveness and
togetherness.

C AloY

Executive Director, IFFK
Secretary, Kerala State
Chalachitra Academy

Minister for Fisheries, Culture and Youth Affairs

he IFFK holds the position of being Kerala's largest cultural fiesta. More than merely a

festival, it serves as a profound political and cultural confluence, providing a free and fair
platform for artists and activists to share their voices and ideals. This platform remains a
testament to Kerala's vibrant cultural landscape, fostering an environment of inclusivity and
creativity.

We take immense pride in honouring the remarkable contributions of the distinguished Polish
filmmaker Krzysztof Zanussi with the prestigious lifetime achievement award. In this edition,
we are proud to bestow the Spirit of Cinema Award upon the Kenyan filmmaker Wanuri Kahiu,
recognizing her outstanding bravery in addressing societal injustices.

This year, we are excited to feature special packages highlighting the country focus on Cuba.
It's a privilege for us to extend a warm welcome to the esteemed Cuban filmmakers who
will grace us with their presence, enriching our festival with their unique perspectives. May
this edition of IFFK be a memorable and enlightening experience for all, fostering cultural
dialogues and paving the way for a more inclusive and harmonious world. m

Saji Cherian

he IFFK stands as a symbol of Kerala's dedication to exceptional cinema, transcending borders and
offering a platform that unites film enthusiasts like myself. | am convinced of its vast potential to
elevate its presence to greater heights on the international stage. My involvement with IFFK is driven by
the belief that it will serve as a catalyst, propelling Malayalam cinema further into the global spotlight.
The emergence of a new international market presents a promising opportunity for Malayalam cinema
to expand its reach and presence on a global scale. | envision a future where the world recognises and
embraces the unparalleled creativity and depth of Malayalam cinema.

This year, we present a curated selection that embodies the essence of the best in world cinema. It
includes the latest creations from the contemporary world masters, films that have garnered laurels
from renowned festivals, and films portraying the challenges faced by conflict-ridden nations. Among
the highlights, we proudly showcase a package of films by women filmmakers, each telling stories that
resonate with depth, emotion, and the diverse experiences of women across the globe.

Golda Sellam

Over the next eight days, | invite you to immerse yourselves in the wonders of movies that captivate and
enlighten the soul. It is my sincere hope that you will find inspiration, joy, and a deeper appreciation for
the cinematic marvels that grace our screens. m
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oodbye Juliais a debut feature film by Sudanese

director Mohamed Kordofani. It is a film that
subtly portrays the long-standing conflicts and ethnic
discrimination between the citizens of Sudan's North
and South province.

The story takes place just before the secession

of South Sudan in 2011, when it remains a unified
country but the social situation remains tense. The
film follows the struggles of Mona, a North Sudanese
singer who is wracked with guilt after covering up a
murder. The murder victim is a South Sudanese man.
Even the government is racially discriminating and
prejudiced against the Sudanese in the Southern
region. Mona brings Julia, the victim's widow, home
as her maid to atone for her wrongdoing, along with
Julia's son, Daniel. Mona experiences the conflicts of
not being able to confess her sins.

Goodbye Julia depicts the conflicts and divisions
between the ethnic and religious identities of the
people of a country through the relationship of two
women. The film becomes a silent cry amid divisions
and hatreds. People in the northern province of Sudan
have been racially discriminating against the people of
southern Sudan for decades. That is the basic reason
for the partition of Sudan.

Director Mohammad Kordofani commented in an
interview that he believes that people in the North are
victims of valu@8 an@habits that have been handed

down over gédlBratios. The film was selected for
the Canne Festilial foagaSudan and won the
Freedom d at the festival. m

8aNISO 6)nNIEENMVEMITD MSIM l (G NVBENEB M @YH ([TD
21219 @RE)IBMH] alWOMIND P63 MIoMVIGEH3M3

¥ PRESS MEET

"SEC 2023

8RS 6TV (BSOIW( nf)o8ajI@IMY
(BIRBIVIMVIB AT @BoUE0RUD BrRMUIM@A]

8BHRBOMINH[®

nilewidl}6r60 8
©ERUTl&ER1Be63mM
Hﬁ))oﬂﬁcﬂﬂfé‘ﬁx mualalme

3
L

awelenhg 6

2 8—0@" CHOB VIR0

alel2[l@ea8Wes swelleng”
aMVelod 9E2e1SMo @TWAIMMa j0o
MWOAVEI CAWA BIRYOY BIGCRAND
@13ala0l). MS] NIV @REEIAHIIN” @RBY
aloaV” VoONWIWEB V00N (EJTVIRE1@ MI1an
o@%mosem.

©OR2420N0 21e12l(©@) CASWOS @B
oaeeny’ aloay’ elglaj®” @M1

H1S1Q ENBIMHDD A JOTV B>00MINEMAN”
IV @BRELINEHI o I061015). WERLOM 1Mo
@R NEBRUIABOHAM]NO HLINE:06NZ
@®1GEIWo MYas{lHHIND o018

MoeAIW] 2N@6BBUR 28-00@° Bag).af)al:
af)a0.0HWILIHM2aM0 BRDE)GHITNZDHAN
MM alLlafl @GRS SHOLICLISO 1M’
@RADEWOR{MINEMMo HALLNEN]”

AIVE3 PEPLI0SMo §21Q) CAWA IO
@BRSOMGILIO ALIVI8 MVIMIaW1eimz0w
aB3Q0Jo (@JWIMalg @shdda)ge)s 006Mo
GHAG AIRLOANA 21L12fl(@)EASWINEMATO
BHOSOM 1O QAUMELIHOQYHS

MM VIBMO]OMQo @RE1G3 2 H08W0
GHOSB MIRIOANO alLlafl@cas alellw
Q@113 avRWIMlalgnemsamo
MVofWIVEM 1L0AEJTVIR” BRElEJOWeaS.

(o 100 ol @Y M1l 10gH8BR0100Q 0lGWIq |H38s

AHOWo BROW1MHA1HBAN 2IN@AIW L2MIWTaI® §AVIMT dhI
@l MVATa M2 EGHESOMIEMWO@AN” QA8 VIV IR Oldsa |
2@ af)o.af) eIl aloem®. 2800®° ©af).af)al’af)alOHQYOS
2ll® ©IVE3 FPLIDSMo 621 MOMVIATABHWIV @B @REZao.
Go10glo” MVoONWIVBHM 1IN0 MIRYMOW cagwloel Heelas’
99So  @R2fl0BAMg ERABWIMIVT HGOITMNSOD@IOM  62106]]
afler e:0emdgles Mlan” 9Adam  aflaEEBRSE1IT G0 aleelan”
@RG3n00 alO6). MS@aldH QflGHUIMBBERIS @YW lENIW]
aflcwolef @JdSlaflafigpeneeslejo @REGa00  cRIGMIMIaWIoe!
0] B@ alelafl@ @1RY210YMIEM. AMVARHAVIHS MVIRHIVIWESGOW
@0E1(JOWEBBMB0I0. csm)ogﬂgdggmom 20@0e] 0leIxlq 880100
&S] Mo BHUIHNEMo. AVAYAVIES al0WIMBB@® Mo BGHUIANEMo.
@@I@MIaM” mel aladurmeaBUd DUBHANHISBEMo.  BRLIADAIHW
®BS1BOBWEMo af)IM” BREZa00 BRElJOVWO]S.

CHOB altlafl@ OflHAVM EHOBa|EOHM 6alWABMIM aHILZ] ag)ad
SHBEM, CHO8 NIWIW GRENIBAT §21AEMIM  @RYA.af)TV” eMId6N)
BRWGHMIW 21S6BB1M3 2IL12l(@ BRAHHNIBA] HOAUIV’ 6).21WAMO Gajo
@000, HAVEES01 MUl ERERIW, RMOGE »HVEMAVIGE @oowo OO
GOBMING, BHO8 anleflo §EJIAWIGIVYIV” GREIVINVIGWaHM HAV(E)
501 nil. PIEHH, .. AWMIEIY. o2 =1eld dIVEGS0] @Ml 221
MOWA, alelafl@ GREHNIBGH] aapoJéQ WOORHA (9anqY10I3) af)af’
auoz2], e)(wuég”l WOOHRA (BOWI0M) EWI. af)M.all qLEFlaH’
2f)M10IB alOEHSO0).

BHOB MoMLNIM 2lLlafl(@ GRHHIGH]
6210AMIM IO GRWYHHUD Qlabla)
21568B1@3 21L12{(@)CO8WOS ﬁ;é@og@
GUWIUBAL BAVEI0, 2lLlafl(@ @RSHIEA]
5OV’ §21WBMIM Gajo HMIAB, HAVEGSO]
V. GRERIW, af)d:> V1@ (S0l GeNIdAMW”
@RoWo (@JBH0Ud UY1WAE, HAWeNew”g” B01g1
6210BMIM Od:. 2. GRIOMB:MIAB, HWalyS]
WOBA (0000 ylaIT) ag)af. 10
af)anIQI3 MoMIG] ). EHOB OV ESO1VY”
2)0Ca 010V’ @REMNOMIE@aHd
@RoNEBBBOS Mo 1@ IB]aloSIQo
@P0G6ERO]. I

A

W

ol srISMHIEWY M BIAIWENYaYTD Blald(NIo MIMIEIEG (AIUOOME @D BNISMHOMIEINS BRINDHI T BNISIHLD &anlg)

8UmMI W 86NIIOA HlaI@d@IND BWIaIIE BEPAIISMo A2l

E)alOMIND 6)B.ag)m) MM TOEHIMID MVoMMIEE6)30M3
I




TAGORE KALABHAVAN NILA SREE KAIRALI

NISHAGANDHI

DEC 2023
FRIDAY
1ST DAY

10:00 AM WC 12:30PM WC NO SCREENING NO SCREENING NO SCREENING
The Buriti Flower Stepne
(Crowra) . (Stepne)
Portugal, Brazil Ukraine, Germany,
/123/2023 Poland, Slovakia
Dir: Renee Nader  /117/2023
Messora, Joao Dir: Maryna Vroda
Salaviza
{ @) @00
10:15 AM WC || 12:00 NOON WC || NO SCREENING NO SCREENING NO SCREENING
Under the Shad- 20,000 Species of
ow of the Sun Bees (20,000 es-
[Mitahat Letzel pecies de abejas]
shel Hsemes) Spain/128/2023
Israel/80/2023 Dir: Estibaliz
Dir: Shaom Hager || Urresola So-
laguren

{ @) 00O
10:00 AM WC 12:00NOON LA NOSCREENING NO SCREENING NO SCREENING
Music (Musik] The Realm of God
Germany, France, (ElL reino de Dios]
Greece, Serbia Mexico/73/2022/
/108/2023 Dir: Claudia
Dir: Angela Sainte-Luce
Schanelec
[ Jele) [ J@)
10:00 AM FG || 12:00NOON MM || NO SCREENING NO SCREENING NO SCREENING
Four Daughters Do Not Expect too much
(Les filles d’Olfa) from the End of the
France, Saudi Arabia, || World (Nu astepta prea
Germany, Tunisia, mult de la sférsitul lumii)
Cyprus/107/2023 Romania, Luxembourg,
Dir: Kaouther Ben France, Croatia/163/2023
Hania Dir: Radu Jude
[ Jele) @00
9:30 AM MM 12:30 PM FG NO SCREENING NO SCREENING NO SCREENING
Kidnapped Houria
[Rapito [Houria)
Iéaly France, /Alge/rla Fl}ance

erman 104/2022
gigéﬁgrcso Dir: Mounia
Bellocchio HUREE T
@00 [ 1@)
NO SCREENING NO SCREENING 6:00 PM WC || NO SCREENING

OPENING CEREMONY

followed by the screening of Opening Film
Goodbye Julia (Wadaean Julia)

Sudan, Sweden, Germany, Saudi Arabia,
France, Egypt /120/2023

Dir: Mohamed Kordofani

@00
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frica is not all poverty, hunger stricken

and poor. Africa is also fun, close to
nature and rich in culture. Wanuri Kahiu is
part of the African movement that portrays
the other side of Africa- the jolly good side.
She is being awarded the Spirit of Cinema
Award at the 28th IFFK.

Born in Nairobi, Wanuri is part of the new
generation of African filmmakers. Her films
have received international acclaim and
have screened in numerous film festivals
around the world. To date, Wanuri has written
and directed six films and is working on her
second feature length film.

Wanuri's first feature film From A Whisper,
based on the real events surrounding the
1998 twin bombings of US Embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania won Best Narrative
Feature in 2010 at the Pan African Film
Festival in Los Angeles, as well as five
awards at the African Movie Academy Award,
including Best Director and Best Screenplay.
In 2009 Wanuri produced the TV documentary
For Our Land about Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Professor Wangari Maathai for
MNET, a Pan African cable station. In 2010,
her short science fiction Pumzi premiered

at the Sundance film festival and went on to
win best short film at Cannes Independent
Film Festival and the silver at Carthage Film
Festival (Tunisia). Pumzi also earned Wanuri
the 'Citta di Venezia 2010’ award in Venice,
Italy.

She is currently writing an Animation Film in
conjunction with TriggerFish, South Africa.
Wanuri is also in post production on a feature
length doiumentary Ger about UNHCR
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SPIRIT OF CINEMA

Wanuri Kahiu:

The Fierce
Voice of Afrlca
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