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enowned filmmaker Girish

Kasaravalli spoke at the
‘In Conversation’ session of
the 26th IFFK with Deputy
Director(festival) H Shaji at the
tagore premises. “There is no
right or wrong in cinema. There
is only an opinioniif it is good or
bad according to you. Itis an
analytical perspective” he said.
Girish also spoke about how
OTT platforms are starting to
behave like distributors. “OTT
platforms have become involved
in filmmaking,” he opined.
He said that initially the OTT
platforms were in favor of parallel
filmmakers, which is why he
supported them.

Girish Kasaravalli said that

“There is no
right or wrong

24 Mar | THU

On behalf of
Department of
Cultural Affairs,
Govt. of Kerala

Organised by
&y Kerala State
k Chalachitra
\ Academy

although technical freedom
has increased in Indian
cinema, freedom of expression
has massively decreased. Art
is not an arena for restrictions;
it thrives on freedom.

When asked about the role

of art and film schools in
filmmaking, he replied that

to become a filmmaker, one
has to have some kind of a
perspective within. Art schools
help the artist to discover

their true talent or specific
ability: Film schools are not

anecessity but itbecomes
essential for those who
have notbeen exposed to

cinema previously like me, he
co'}lcluded_sﬁp

Girish Kasaravalli

s
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26th IFFK

b As someone who has hosted the festival for the past 5 years, we know that
those times have gone through great crises. With this year, the real energy of
the festival is back. The politics and attitudes that the festival puts forward
can continue. )

Kamal

“Despite crises like floods and Covid, we found ways to conduct the festival [
in the previous years. This year, there is huge participation as people are .
doubly enthusiastic and happy to come out of a quarantined year into the T
open. IFFK plays a huge role in its contribution to Malayalam cinema.??
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Pushavathy’s
Enticing Vocals
Capture Hearts

opular singer
Pushapavathy’s Carnatic
fusion captured the hearts
of listeners at the Tagore
theatre premises. Her vocals
mesmerised the audience
into a musical trance. It was
an enticing performance that
shook the rhythms of the 26th
IFFK. She uses her songs
as a political instrument of

communication against the
rising discrimination and
segregation in society. 0

Kaithapram Inaugurated
the Music Event

eteran lyricist Kaithapram inaugurated the Carnatic Fusion

by Pushpavathy at a function held at Tagore theatre
premises on the sixth day of 26th IFFK. Being a music director,
actor, singer, screenwriter, music therapist and performer of
Carnatic music, Kaithapram Damodaran has made a signature
of his own as a master of music in the Indian music industry.
KSCA Vice-Chairman Premkumar, singer Pushapavathy and
director Anil V. Nagendran were present in the occasion.

KSCA Deputy
Director
(Festival)

H Shaji ‘In
Conversation’
with Director
& IFFK Jury
Member
Girish
Kasaravalli
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We are all human beings above any gender: Open Forum

he 26th IFFK saw a heated discussion

on the ‘Open Forum’ session on
women’s space in Indian cinema.
Assamese filmmaker, critic and NETPAC
Jury Member Bobby Sarma Baruah said
that people should recognise and respect
each other as human beings above any
gender disparities. Producer Miriam
Joseph talked about how women have to
find a place for creativity on their own and
that they are often not given the deserved
recognition in Malayalam industry
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8:15 PM

compared to other industries.

Feminism is not really a choice these
days, it is a necessity and a lifestyle and
I’m a proud feminist, said Lisa Calan
when asked about the feminist writer
Simone de Beauvoir’s major influence in
her life.

“There is no man or woman or any gender
in film making. | always try to think from
the human perspective”, Bobby Sarma
Baruah added. She also spoke about how
she learnt so much from cinema and that

Director Jeo Baby, while
speaking at the ‘Meet
the Director’ session of the
26th IFFK said that OTT
platforms help to bring
cinema and families closer
together. His popular film,
The Great Indian Kitchen,
received wide acceptance
and support from women
owing to its release on the
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her love for filmmaking is what got her
here.

Tara Ramanujan spoke about how her
debut film, Nishiddho is a blend of her
favourite cultures from across India.
Mahitha UP, Cinematographer and
actor of ‘Woman with a Movie Camera’
expressed her concerns on why women
fear to enter the cinema industry. The
session was moderated by writer Priya S
Nair. 0

OTT platform, he added.

Filmmakers may have to
make a lot of sacrifices
during the making of a
movie, but it should not
include the director’s
concept of the film, opined
Vishnu Narayanan, director
of Bannerghatta. The
session was moderated by
Meera Saheb. 0

ﬁ
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Today’s Programme

11.00 - 12.00 AM
MEET THE DIRECTOR
Tagore Theatre Premises

2.30-330PM

In Conversation

Miguel Gomes Recorded Conversation
Arilesplex SL Cinemas Audi 6

5.00 - 6.00 PM
OPEN FORUM

Topic: GENERATIONAL SHIFT IN CINEMA-
VISIONS AND CHALLENGES

Dr. Chintha Jerome, Joel

Kavyasree, Ajay, Arjun, Sreehari
Filmmaker along with a group of

young filmmakers, activists,

writers will be there in the panel.
Moderator: Harinarayanan

Conducted by FFSI and FIPRESCI

Tagore Theatre Premises

7.00 PM

NAVANEETHA CHANDRIKA

A Musical tribute to the Maestros S.P
Balasubramaniam, Bichu Thirumala, S.
Ramesan Nair & Poovachal Khader
Tagore Theatre Premises

- - - r —

“Government Corporatising

Film Archives”

P K Nair Memorial Seminar

uThe Government is trying to erase
the nation’s cultural history by
corporatizing the film archives”, stated
Premendra Mazumder, a renowned film
critic, at the P.K.Nair Memorial Seminar
held yesterday at the 26th International
Film Festival of Kerala. He further added
that, “What was once the archive of the
people is now in the hands of corporate
gods.”

The seminar was a platform for

critics and delegates to interact on
the dire issue of the destruction and
corporatization of the movie archives.
The session which was inaugurated
by esteemed filmmaker Adoor

Gopalakrishnan, focused on the fragile
state of the film archives and how it is
on the verge of being eradicated.

The National Award winning film critic
Rashmi Doraiswamy stated that, “India
has a strong and healthy film culture
with a history of organising film festivals
as early as the 1950s. This is now
being eroded with corporate giants
taking over its reins, which is leading

to the centralisation of powers and the
interference of Government in cultural
activities”. The panel also included film
critics Amrit Gangar and C.S.
Venkiteswaran. The session was mode-
rated by film critic Namrata Joshi. o

IFFK Artistic Director Bina Paul, Directors Dr. Biju & Sanal Kumar Sasidharan
attending the Symposium of Malayalam Filmmakers




When the State
Tramples on

Citizen's nghts

Leave No Traces is based on a true
incident of how a young boy named
Grzegorz Przemyk is beaten to death
by the militia in the year 1983 in Poland
and how the perpetrators of the crime
went scot-free after a shoddy trial. ‘Leave
No Marks’ was the command given

by a police officer to another as they
brutally assaulted this young student
who was celebrating the success of
his graduation. What follows in the
160-minute-longdrama, which has

all the elements of a political thriller

is a first-hand experience of corrupt
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practices prevalent in the system,
violence,surveillance and total denial of
justice by none other than the State. It
tears apart the conscience of the viewers
and tries to expose how people in power
and authority always find scapegoats
and methods to thwart every attempt

of resistance and rebellion. The sole
witness of this brutal incident, Jurek
Popiel and his family goes through a
series of harrowing experiences only
because he decided to give a testimony
against the authorities who were
responsible for the death of Przemyk.

EAVE NO TRACE$

This movie which talks about an incident
that happened in 1983 never for a

minute loses its contemporary political
significance as we in the year 2022 also
witness such flagrant violation of human
rights all across the world. A young
student beaten to death by the militia and
how the oppressive regime makes use

of all its machineries which includes the
media, court, secret service and even the
family members can shake a viewer from
his /her complacency and redefine the
notions of freedom. o

Kaikasi V.S

AUDIENCE POLL TO END TOMORROW

IC001

Anadolu Leopari

IC002

Anatolian Leopard

Camila Comes out Tonight

IC008
IC009
IC010

Camila saldra esta noche

IC003

Captain Volkonogov Escaped

ICO11

Kapitan Volkonogov bezhal

IC004
IC005
IC006
IC007

Clara Sola

Costa Brava, Lebanon
Forbidden / Nishiddho
I’m not the River Jhelum

IC012

Murina

Let it be Morning

Pebbles/ Koozhangal

Sughra and her Sons
Sughra ve ogullari

The Arbit Documentation

of an Amphibian Hunt/

Yuni

Be Ches Ne Veth

Aavasavyuham
You Resemble Me

Audience Poll for the 26th IFFK is now open. Vote for your favourite film now!
SMS Format: IFFK<space> Film Code to 56070 / IFFK Mobile App / through https://registration.iffk.in
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