“My Politics
Live Inside My Art”

Kelly Fyffe-Marshall

Resonating with IFFK

When Morning Comes

film is the closest to my
heart, along with my other
favourite, Black Bodies. It's
about those who are forced
to leave their homeland,
and | wanted to bring to the
forefront the realities of
Jamaica, moving beyond
the assumptions and
stereotypes. If you are
forced to leave India and
your family, that might
leave you with a deep sense
of longing—that is what
the film is about. | found
Jamaica and Kerala similar
in geography. | hope they
sense this connection and
feel a sense of familiarity
while watching my film.

Politics as an
Inner Compass

My politics are an internal
compass, haturally flowing
into my work. The politics
my film carries is about
creating change, fostering
empathy, and inspiring
kindness in each other.
When | fight for Black
people and Black women, it
is a fight for every woman
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out there. Not everyone is making
films for this kind of change, but

| am doing so because | believe
every piece of art | create should
carry something everyone can
take from it.

Identity, Culture,
Responsibility

| feel a profound responsibility
to remain faithful to my
culture and experiences.
My work is shaped
by this duty to
represent, resist,
and reclaim.

A Note to
Young
Filmmakers

Many see
cinema

as mere
entertainment,
but for me,
film is a tool
for change. It's
not the length
of a film but its
essence that
matters. o

Interviewed by
Adhithya S &
Smrithy M.S



t a time when freedom of

expression, dissent, and plural
voices are under increasing strain,
cinema continues to assert itself
as a powerful space of resistance
and imagination. This idea shaped
the first ‘Open Forum'’ held as part
of the 30th International Film
Festival of Kerala, themed “Door
to Freedom: New Ecosystem and
Challenges of Cinema.”

Filmmaker Saeed Akhtar Mirza,
delivering the inaugural address,
anchored the discussion in

lived realities, speaking about
global discrimination, shrinking
press freedoms, and the erosion
of dissent. Referring to the

incarceration of Umar Khalid, he
described it as symptomatic of

the present palitical climate, while
also highlighting Kerala's strong
resistance culture, evident in the
festival's programming choices.

The debate turned to technology

as Mirza raised concerns about
artificial intelligence and its
philosophical implications,
questioning whether it risks

erasing what is human. KSCA Vice
Chairperson Cuckoo Parameswaran,
Secretary C Ajoy, General Council
member Reji M Damodaran and
critic Radhakrishnan Cheruvally
were also present in the session
moderated by film critic Nisam Asaf.

Cinema remains a
vital door to freedom 0Open Forum

.
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P nment of Kedid

Filmmaker K. Hariharan responded

by placing Al in histarical context,
likening it to the advent of sound in
cinema—initially feared, yet ultimately
transformative. Spirit of Cinema
Award winner Kelly Fyffe-Marshall
cautioned that content culture may
pose a greater threat than Al, altering
how audiences engage with cinema.
Veteran filmmaker TV Chandran
described the present as a prolonged
“new emergency,” underscoring the
rarity and importance of such open
forums. The session concluded with a
reminder that democracy is nurtured
early, and that cinema, despite
changing ecosystems, remains a vital
door to freedom. e
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“A good director must have the
courage to be oneself” Meet the Director

he first ‘Meet the Director’
session on the second
day of the 30th IFFK offered
a thoughtful exploration of
contemporary filmmaking through
personal journeys and creative
philosophies. Moderated by
Meera Sahib, the session brought
together Malayalam filmmaker Jeo
Baby, Uruguayan director Verdnica
Perrotta Gonzalez, and Anirudh
Lakkur, representing Kannada
filmmaker Anoop Lakkur, creating
a dialogue that spanned cultures,

forms, and cinematic sensibilities.

Veronica Perrotta Gonzalez spoke
about her Spanish-language film
Quemadura China, screened in
the Latin American category. A
writer and dramaturg by training,
she described her move from
theatre to cinema as a natural
progression. Emphasising a
textural approach to cinema, she
noted that unscripted moments
were retained to deepen emotional
authenticity. Reflecting on her
path as a filmmaker without

formal film education, Verdnica
encouraged aspiring directors to
trust their instincts, remain honest
to themselves, and work closely
with collaborators.

Jeo Baby, whaose latest film Ebb is
part of the festival lineup, reflected
on his long association with IFFK
and its influence on his evaolving
cinematic vision. Addressing the
political and feminist dimensions
of his work, he said these emerged
organically from lived realities and
collective social movements.

The session concluded with
Anirudh Lakkur sharing a message
from Anoop Lakkur about Don’t
Tell Mother, a deeply personal film
inspired by childhood memaries,
reaffirming cinema’s enduring
connection to lived experience. «
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n honour of the birth centenary

of Youssef Chahine - one of the
most pioneering voices in Arab
cinema - the 30th International
Film Festival of Kerala presents a
special retrospective featuring three
of his finest works: Cairo Station
(1958), Alexandria Again and Forever
(1989), and The Other (1999). Few
filmmakers from the Global South
have shaped cinematic language and
political imagination as deeply as
Chahine, whose career spanned over
five decades and whose influence
continues to reverberate across world
cinema.

Winner of the 50th Lifetime
Achievement Award at the Cannes
Film Festival, Chahine emerged in the
1950s as a dynamic storyteller who
refused to separate the personal from
the political. His films consistently

pushed against the social, cultural,
and ideological boundaries of
Egyptian society, making him both a
beloved and controversial figure. He
launched the career of Omar Sharif,
crafted films that found international
acclaim, and became the director with
the highest number of entries in the
Cairo International Film Festival's list
of the 100 greatest Egyptian films.

The IFFK retrospective begins

with Cairo Station, a landmark
psychological drama centred on a
differently-abled newspaper vendor
whose unrequited love spirals

into violence. With its neorealist
texture and radical narrative, the
film remains one of Chahine’'s most
powerful commentaries on desire,
marginalisation, and social unrest.

Alexandria Again and Farever, a
self-reflexive and autobiographical
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film, captures the turbulence of an
industry in crisis while meditating
on the intersections of art, politics,
and memory. Completing the trilogy
is The Other, a searing exploration
of globalisation and its discontents,
where themes of consumerism,
intolerance, and fractured identities
unfold through an emotionally
charged family drama.

Together, these films illuminate
Chahine’s enduring legacy - his
fearless artistry, his poalitical
sharpness, and his unwavering belief
in cinema as a space of resistance,
introspection, and hope. o
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