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Kerala will uphold justice without
compromlse Minister Saji Cherian

(13 This year, we stand not only
to celebrate cinema but
to stand with the Survivour,”
said Saji Cherian, Minister for
Culture, as he inaugurated
the 30th International Film
Festival of Kerala. Beginning
with a heartfelt tribute, he
remembered Shaji N. Karun,
former Chairperson of KSFDC,
describing his passing as “a
profound loss for the world
of cinema, especially in this
milestone year when he could
have been the backbone of the
festival.”

He emphasised that IFFK has
always carried a purpose beyond
celebration. “We will stand firmly
with the survivor in the actor
abduction case and uphold
justice without compromise.
IFFK will always support her

and every woman who faces
injustice with courage,” he

said, connecting the festival's
mission to broader principles of
solidarity and resilience.

Highlighting the festival’'s
signhificance, he noted that
IFFK is the only film festival in

IFFK and Kerala stand in
complete solidarity with
Palestine and its people

India to reach thirty editions
and has transformed Kerala
into a state recognised for
nurturing cinema. “This festival
is not just for filmmakers or
enthusiasts. It is a global stage,
a community of art lovers, and
a platform that resists fascism
and autocracy while celebrating
freedom of speech and creative
expression.” He further
reinforced the festival’s stance
on global solidarity, pointing to
the opening film, Palestine 36.
“Through this selection, IFFK
and the State stand in complete
solidarity with Palestine and its
people,” he added.

Chilean filmmaker Pablo Larrain,

the chief guest, expressed
admiration for Kerala’'s
curiosity and cultural
openness. German
Ambassador
Philipp Ackermann
celebrated
Germany’'s
participation,
noting that
“twenty-

five German

Saji Cherian

productions and co-productions
will be screened at such a
remarkable festival.” Palestine
Ambassador Abdullah M. Abu
Shawesh reflected on the
festival’'s power to amplify
voices, saying, “IFFK opens a
window to showcase my people
when the world continues to
overlook us.” The recipient of
Spirit of Cinema Award Kelly
Fyffe-Marshall thanked the
festival for its democratic
vision. She underscored the
power of film to give voice,
inspire empathy, and highlight
resilience. o
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s the 30th International Film

Festival of Kerala unfolded,
Thiruvananthapuram once again
became a vibrant meeting ground
for filmmakers, cinephiles, and
cultural thinkers from across the
world. Marking three decades of
cinematic excellence, the festival
reaffirmed its stature as a vital
platform where global narratives
intersect, artistic talent is
celebrated, and Kerala's cultural
landscape engages deeply
with the international film
community.

The inauguration of the festival
took place at the Nishagandhi
Auditorium, where Minister for
Fisheries, Culture and Youth
Affairs Saji Cherian formally
opened the celebrations. Kerala
State Chalachitra Academy Vice
Chairperson Cuckoo Parameswaran
presided the proceedings, guiding
an event enriched by distinguished
international guests. Chilean
director Pablo Larrain attended as
Chief Guest, while the presence of
Palestine Ambassador Abdullah

M. Abu Shawesh and German
Ambassador Dr. Philipp Ackermann
highlighted the cosmopolitan
character of the gathering.

In a significant moment of
recognition, Minister Saji Cherian
conferred the Spirit of Cinema
Award on Canadian filmmaker Kelly
Fyffe-Marshall. The ceremony also
included the release of Karunayude
Camera, a book published by Kerala

Minister Saji Cherian releasing the book ‘Karunayude Camera’ to
Anasooya Shaji wife of late Shaji N Karun

State Chalachitra Academy on
filmmaker Shaji N. Karun, enriching
the evening with a tribute to one
of Kerala's cinematic visionaries.

Further marking the occasion,
Spanish actor and jury member
Angela Molina unveiled the
Festival Handbook, presenting

it to K. Jayakumar (Retd. IAS]).
Vietnamese filmmaker and

jury member Bui Thac Chuyen
was felicitated by Minister Saji
Cherian. The Festival Daily Bulletin
was released by renowned
filmmaker Adoor Gopalakrishnan,
who handed it over to Dr. Divya

S. lyer, Director, Department of
Culture. Director Kamal released
the special edition of
Chalachithra Sameeksha by
presenting the first copy to Editor
Bina Paul.

A notable highlight of the
ceremony was the honouring of
veteran filmmaker Rajeev Nath,
who completed fifty years in
cinema. The commemorative

book ‘Thanal’, published by the
Chalachitra Academy to mark

his milestone, was released by
director T. K. Rajeev Kumar and
handed to KSFDC Chairperson K.
Madhu. The event also featured
addresses by KSCA Secretary C.
Ajoy, and General Council member
Sohan Seenulal, with Kerala State
Cultural Welfare Fund Board
Chairperson Madhupal and Film
Chamber President Anil Thomas in
attendance.

T.K Rajeev Kumar releasing ‘Thanal’, book on Rajeevnath to K Madhu

Minister Saji Cherian presenting the Spirit of Cinema Award to
Canadian filmmaker Kelly Fyffe-Marshall

“Kerala has a history of solidarity
and resistance. Thank you

for providing a safe space to
share stories of the oppressed.
Through cinema, we can imagine
the world we want to live in and
shine a light where others cast
shadows”

Kelly Fyffe-Marshall

“The people of Kerala come

with open minds and a genuine
desire to understand the world
through cinema. That eagerness
transforms IFFK into more

than just a festival and allows

it to thrive and curate such an
extraordinary selection of films.”
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Kamal releasing the festival special issu

Pablo Larrain ‘Chalachitra Sameeksha' Magazine to Bina Paul
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Minister Saji Cherian felicitating renowned filmmaker Rajeevnath
on the occasion of celebrating his 50 years in cinema




A Life in Silver Frames

hen Shaji N Karun, ace

cinematographer and director
breathed his last this year, after a
prolonged battle with cancer Kerala
lost a visionary who was instrumental
in shaping the movie watching culture
of Kerala. As the founding Chairman
of the Chalachithra Academy and as
someone who played a significant
role in establishing the IFFK as an
internationally recognised event
from the year 1994 onwards Shaji N
Karun realized the significance of
shaping the very bodies that govern,
promote, and develop cinema as
an artistic endeavour. The Homage
section dedicated to him is a
cinematic tribute to his ever-lasting
contributions in the field of cinema
and both Vanaprastham and Kutty
Srank serve as the perfect choices
to present his artistry to every film

lover. From his directorial debut Piravi

that offered a sensitive portrayal

of human plight during a politically
turbulent period to Vanaprastham
which extracted from Mohanlal one of
his finest performances this eminent
filmmaker has achieved everything

The In Conversation
programme scheduled
to be held in Nila
Theatre on 13
December stands
cancelled
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Adoor Gerpala}gushnaq

5_.00 pm-6.00 pm
Open Forum

Door to Freedom: -
New ecosystem and
challenges of Cinema _
Inauguration:

Kelly Fyffe- Marshall
Panelists:

Saeed Akhtar Mirza,
TV Chandran, C Ajoy,
K'Hariharan,.

Reji M Damodaran
Manaveeyam Veedhi

7.00 pm

a director can dream of,

in addition to elevating

Indian cinematography to
international heights. There

is always a debate as to
whether the excellence he has
attained as a cinematographer
or director reigns supreme
taking into consideration the
poetic quality of the visuals
he narrated with his camera.
His mastery over light is

often hailed as supreme,

since most of his movies were
taken before the advent of
digitalisation of cinema. Few
filmmakers have achieved the
perfection of Shaji N Karun
when it comes to the narration

of a compelling story
of an individual torn in
grief and uncertainty.
His characterisation

of ordinary humans
who achieve global
resonance through the
way they portray raw
yet nuanced emotions
was always hailed '
as master craft in
cinematic language.
He is more than a film
maker, but an architect
who built the strong
foundation for Kerala’'s
cinematic future. o
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M ilan Kundera’s words—*“Politics
is the struggle of memories
against oblivion”—resonate
powerfully in Erkan Yazici's
Fragments to the East. The film
chronicles the 1916 exodus of
80,000 people fleeing Trabzon
across snow-covered mountains.

the histo calimare
a journey through tlme, mergmg
2025 with 1916.
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Lifetime
Achievement

esul Pookutty, Chairperson, K
Ajoy, Secretary, KSCA Treasurer Sre
(Programmes) Dr. N P Sajeesh Exec
Sreaya Sreekumar, Dr. Nowfal N, KaikasiV S Ch|ef'

Celebrating the
Vision and Voice
of Sissako

he 30th edition of the

International Film Festival
of Kerala has conferred its
prestigious Lifetime Achievement
Award upon acclaimed African
filmmaker Abderrahmane
Sissako, celebrating his singular
contributions to world cinema.
The honour includes a cash
prize of Rs.10 lakh, a statuette,
and a certificate, underscoring
the festival's recognition of his
extraordinary artistic legacy.

Widely regarded as one of

the most influential voices in
contemporary African, particularly
West African cinema, Sissako has
earned global admiration for his
incisive storytelling and poetic
visual style. His 2014 masterpiece
Timbuktu garnered a nomination
for the Palme d'Or at the Cannes
Film Festival and was subsequently
shortlisted for the Academy Award
for Best Foreign Language Film.
The film achieved remarkable
acclaim in France, securing seven
César Awards, including Best
Picture—an exceptional distinction
for an African filmmaker. Over the
course of his career, Sissako has
also been the recipient of the
Cannes Film Festival Trophy in
2007 and a Special Prize awarded
at Cannes in 2012.

Sissakao’s oeuvre, spanning nearly
five decades, engages profoundly

ith the central dilemmas of
‘ ’ frican continent. His films
rrogate migration, the

issonances of modernity, the

tension between Western and
African cultural paradigms,
and the social toll of religious
extremism and poverty. Yet,
woven into these narratives is
an enduring sense of hope. His
cinema harmonises aesthetic
refinement with deep social
consciousness, often elevating
themes of human dignity and
resilience through intimate
character portrayals.

In tribute to his profound
cinematic legacy, this year's
IFFK will showcase five of his
seminal works: Life on Earth
(1997), Waiting for Happiness
(2002), Bamako (20086],
Timbuktu (2014), and Black
Tea (2024), offering audiences
a comprehensive view of his
artistic evolution.

Established in 2009, the

IFFK Lifetime Achievement
Award has been bestowed
upon an illustrious roster of
filmmakers, including Mrinal
Sen, Werner Herzog, Carlos
Saura, Marco Bellocchio,
Dariush Mehrjui, Majid

Majidi, Jiri Menzel, Alexander
Sokurov, Fernando Solanas,
Jean-Luc Godard, Béla Tarr,
Krzysztof Zanussi, and Ann
Hui. This year’'s recognition of
Abderrahmane Sissako affirms
his enduring impact on global
cinema and his place among its
most visionary auteurs. e

Sruthi A Sreekumar

rameswaran, Vice Chairperson, KSCA Executive Director and
rector (Finance) Sajith CC Deputy Director (Festival) H Shaji

hul S Associate Editors Sruthi A Sreekumar, Anugraha Shaji,

s Nakshathra Manoj, Samra Faud, Jayakumar, Gopika A.S, Veena U,

Sandra Reji, Arundhathy KS, Abhirami S.R Photography Ratheesh Raveendran Design and Layout Sivaprasad B
Printed at Orange Printers, Thiruvanthapuram Printed and Published by C Ajoy, Secretary,
KSCA on behalf of Department of Cultural Affairs, Govt. of Kerala (e) iffkdbteam@gmail.com



