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Omema is reflection of society’s
CONSCIeNce Pinarayi Vijayan

11 0 inema is a direct reflection of
society, and the International
Film Festival of Kerala has become
a platform to spotlight social issues,
oppression, and topics of relevance
that might otherwise be overlooked,”
remarked the Chief Minister of Kerala,
Pinarayi Vijayan, as he inaugurated the
29th edition of IFFK at Nishagandhi
Auditorium.

The Chief Minister highlighted the
festival’s pivotal role in fostering
societal awareness and promoting
meaningful discourse. He lauded
IFFK as a cultural milestone, noting
that the festival's Country Focus
section exemplifies its commitment to
showcasing narratives that challenge

societal norms and uplift voices from
countries like Armenia.

Emphasising the festival’s unique
identity, he stated, “It is a matter of
pride that IFFK has emerged as the
best international film festival with a
strong political essence. Beyond film
screenings, it has evolved into a space
for discussions on forward-thinking
topics that break societal barriers and
inspire progress.”

The Chief Minister also commended
the festival for offering young people
a platform to explore and exhibit new
trends and creative expressions. He
noted the festival's transformative
role as a hub for learning and cultural

exchange. Paying tribute to the
legendary Hong Kong filmmaker Ann
Hui, who was the recipent of the Lifetime
Achievement Award at the festival, he
emphasised her influential contributions
to shaping contemporary cinema. He
praised her as a maestro whose work
resonates deeply with global audience.

The Chief Minister also celebrated the
illustrious career of Shabana Azmi, a
stalwart of Indian cinema, who is being
felicitated at the festival for completing
five decades in the industry. “Shabana
Azmi is not just an actor but also an
activist who has made remarkable
contributions to both cinema and
society,” he added.




29th IFFK
Sets Offin
Grandeur
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he 29th edition of the
International Film Festival
of Kerala commenced with a
grand inaugural ceremony at the
Nishagandhi auditorium. The festival
was inaugurated by the Chief
Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan,
who also presented the Lifetim
Achievement Award to/veteral
filmmaker Ann Hui, celebrating her
illustrious contributions to world
cinema. The ceremony saw Minister
for Culture Saji Cherian presiding,
while acclaimed’actress Shabana
“Azmi was hongured for completing
able years in the Indian
film industry.
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‘Ente Keralam' dance programme
by Kerala Kalamandalam

-

- 'rh&\'ilefll:ome speech, and Chairman

@Prem Kumar gave the introductory
sPeech. The Festival Handbook was
released by Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies G.R Anil by handing
over to V.K Prasanth MLA. District
Panchayat President Adv. D.
Suresh Kumar released the Festival
Bulletin, which was received by
Festival Curator Golda Sellam,
who also introduced the various
packages featured at the 29th IFFK.

The festival edition of the
Chalachitra Academy magazine,
Chalachitra Sameeksha, was
launched by KSFDC Chairman Shaji
N Karun, who presented it to Ann
Hui. ‘Ekanthadeepthikal’, the book
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“It is truly a delight to be in
Kerala, where the love for

art, culture, and cinema runs
deep. This passion is what

makes the International Film
Festival of Kerala one of the

finest film festivals in India.” &8
_Shabana Azmi
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Ofi'Shaji N Karun's cinema written
by S Jayachandran and published
by the Kerala State Chalachitra
Academy, was released by Jury
Chairperson Agnes Godard, who
handed it over to Dr. Divya S.lyer
IAS, Director of the Department of
Culture. Kerala Cultural Activists
Welfare Fund Board Chairman
Madhupal and Kerala Film
Chamber President B.R Jacob
were present on the occasion.
KSCA General Council Member
Cuckoo Parameswaran delivered
the vote of thanks. I'm Still Here: * .
directed by Walter Salles was *, /&
screened as the opening film qf end s
the opening ceremony. e "1; Py

Mlnlster‘ G.R Anll releasing the Festlval Handbuuk 'ru VK Pr‘asanth MLA =]
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: ‘ Adv. D. Sureshkumar releasing the Fesnval Bullenn b\/
“The award is an honour for %8 g handing over the first copy to Golda Sellam
all film lovers as much asitis @ k2 ¢ P
mine because cinema becomes
an emotion when it is accepted,
loved and understood by the
audience. I is appreciation
for films that encourage

filmmakers to make more.”

, Ann Hui

Shaji N. Karun relea;ing the festival issue of
‘Chalachitra Sameeksha’ Magazine to Ann Hui

Agnes Godard releasing the book * Ekan'rhadeepthlkal’ to Dr Dwva S. lyer IAS
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9,00 AM - Sree Theatre
Shabana Retro Opening
Shabana Azmi, M.A Baby

11.00 AM - Tagore Theatre Premises
CINEMAALCHEMV: A Digital Art
Exhibition. Inauguration : Ann Hui

11.00 AM - Tagore Theatre Premises
Meet the Director

2.30 PM - Nila Theatre
Nandini Ramnath IN CONVERSATION
with Agnés Godard

5:00 PM - Tagore Theatre Premises
(Chelavoor Venu-Gandhimathi Balan Pavilion)
Open Forum : Inaugural Session
Inauguration: Agnes Godard
Participants: T.\V Chandran,

Prem Kumar, C Ajoy

Moderator - Nisam Asaf

6.00 PM - Nila theatre

HOMAGE

Participants: T.\/ Chandran, Kamal,
Sibi Malayil, K Jayakumar IAS
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Reimagining the
Master Alchemists
of World Cinema

Kerala Sta-te Chalachitra Academy presents Iff L
CINEMA ==
| CHEMY

A DIGITAL ART TRIBUTE

a Razi Muhammed show
Curated by T K Rajeev Kumar

Razi Muhammed

Inauguration

Ann Hui

11 am - Tagore
Theatre Premises

Cinema
Alchemy

Digital Art Exhibition
to Honour Global
Filmmakers

Renowned Hong Kong filmmaker Ann Hui, this
year's recipient of the prestigious IFFK Lifetime
Achievement Award, will inaugurate ‘Cinema Alchemy:
A Digital Art Tribute’ at the Tagore Theatre today.
Curated by celebrated filmmaker T.K. Rajeev Kumar,
the exhibition is a profound homage to 50 iconic
directors from across the globe, reimagining their
cinematic legacies through the medium of digital art.

Artist and filmmaker Razi Muhammad brings this
ambitious vision fo life with a series of evocative
digital paintings, each capturing the unique essence
and artistic philosophies of legendary auteurs

such as Akira Kurosawa, Alfred Hitchcock, Adoor
Gopalakrishnan, G. Aravindan, K.G. George, Agnés
Varda, Marta Mészéros, Mira Nair, and many others.
The exhibition transcends conventional retrospectives,
exploring both the surreal and hyperreal dimensions
of cinema while emphasizing its role as a tool for social
and political awakening.

Razi Muhammad is a multidisciplinary artist, whose
critically acclaimed film Velutha Rathrikal, inspired
by Dostoevsky’s work, earned the Kerala State Film
Award for Best Adapted Screenplay in 2015. His
artistic creations have been showcased in prominent
national and international exhibitions, cementing his
reputation as a visionary in visual storytelling.

Curator T.K. Rajeev Kumar, a two-time National
Award winner and recipient of five Kerala State

Film Awards, brings a wealth of experience fo this
project. With an impressive oeuvre of 26 feature films
and 14 documentaries, he has also made significant
contributions to theatre and large-scale cultural
events.

‘Cinema Alchemy’ promises to be a rich, immersive
experience for cinephiles and art enthusiasts alike.
The exhibition, which is open to the public, invites
visitors to celebrate the artistry, vision, and enduring
impact of some of the world's greatest filmmakers. o



Hong Sang-soo’s
Cinematic Brilliance

he 29th International Film Festival of Kerala

celebrates the singular vision of Hong Sang-
so00, one of contemporary cinema’s most acclaimed
and influential filmmakers, in the Contemporary
Filmmaker in Focus section. Titled “Refracted
Realities: The Existential Mindscapes of Hong Sang-
s00,” the programme features four remarkable
works: A Traveler’s Needs (2024), By the Stream
(2024), HaHaHa (2010), and Tale of Cinema (2005).
Renowned for his minimalistic storytelling and deeply
introspective themes, Hong Sang-soo’s films delve
into the intricacies of human relationships, identities,
and the blurred line between reality and fiction.
His distinctive craft is marked by long takes, static
shots, zooms, and naturalistic dialogue that often
feel deceptively simple. Vet, beneath these stylistic
choices lies a profound exploration of human behavior
and emotional nuance, creating works that resonate
universally. The selection at IFFK highlights his
versatility and evolution as a filmmaker. A Traveler’s
Needs, a Berlin Silver Bear Grand Jury Prize winner,
tells the story of a French woman who becomes a
teacher to two Korean women after financial hardship.
Through quiet tensions and tender interactions, the
film portrays the complexities of human connection
and survival. By the Stream, nominated for the Golden
Leopard at Locarno, is an exploration of artistic
renewal and familial ties. The story follows Jeonim, an
art instructor, as she seeks her blacklisted uncle Sieon
to direct a play for her university, while interpersonal
dynamics evolve into layered emotional conflicts. His
earlier works remain equally compelling. HaHaHa, a
lighthearted yet reflective tale, humorously captures
overlapping memories of fwo friends at the same
seaside town, winning the Un Certain Regard award
at Cannes. Tale of Cinema intertwines reality and
fiction in a poignant narrative of obsession, despair,
and self-discovery. This curated selection at IFFK is a
window into Hong's profound cinematic world, offering
audiences a chance to experience his unique ability
to transform ordinary moments into extraordinary
reflections on life. e
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