Art, in all its forms, acts as a
universal language that binds
diverse cultures, providing a common
ground for unity and solidarity. As the
29th International Film Festival of
Kerala opens its doors to cinephiles,
filmmakers, and artists from across the
globe, it reaffirms the pivotal role of
film festivals in enriching the cultural
landscape of society. In an age where
art and storytelling transcend borders,
IFFK stands as a testament to the
transformative nature of cinema — a
medium that not only reflects our shared
humanity but also provokes dialogue,
fosters empathy, and nurtures a deeper
understanding of the world.

The festival will be inaugurated

at the Nishagandhi auditorium by
Pinarayi Vijayan, the Chief Minister
of Kerala. Saji Cherian, Minister
for Culture will preside over the
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function. Pinarayi Vijayan will present
the Lifetime Achievement Award to
veteran filmmaker Ann Hui. Shabana
Azmi, who celebrated 50 years of her
prolific acting career this year, will be
honoured by the Chief Minister for her
confributions fo the Indian film industry.

KSCA Secretary C Ajoy will deliver the
welcome speech and Chairman Prem

Kumar will give the introductory speech.

The Festival Handbook will be released
by Minister for General Education and
Labour V Sivankutty to Minister for
Food and Civil Supplies G.R Anil. V.K
Prasanth MLA will release the Festival
Bulletin to District Panchayat President
Adv. D. Suresh Kumar. Festival Curator
Golda Sellam will introduce the various
packages at the 29th IFFK.

The festival edition of the Chalachitra
Academy magazine, Chalachitra

Sameeksha, will be launched by Mayor
of Thiruvananthapuram GCorporation
Arya Rajendran by presenting it to Ann
Hui. Ekanthadeepthikal, the book on
Shaji. N Karun's cinema published by
the Kerala State Chalachitra Academy
will be released by Jury Chairperson
Agnes Godard by handing over the book
to Dr. Divya S.lyer IAS, Director, Dept.
of Culture. KSFDC Chairman Shaji N
Karun, Kerala Film Chamber President
B.R Jacob and Kerala Cultural Activists
Welfare Fund Board Chairman Madhupal
will be present at the occassion. KSCA
General Council Member Cuckoo
Parameswaran will deliver the vote of
thanks.

This year's festival promises to be

a resplendent tribute to the art of
filmmaking, providing a platform for
cinematic voices that echo far beyond
the screen. o
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Pinarayi VVijayan

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Kerala

Chief Patron, IFFK

Dr.Rajan .
Khobragade IAS

Additional Chief Secretary
Department of Cultural Affairs

The 29th IFFK is ready

to set the cinematic
atmosphere in the capital
city again. Every year,
IFFK comes with a handful
of world-class films and
artfistic culture to entertain
and enhance the cinemafic
universe of film enthusiasts.
Ve are super glad and
proud of this year's festival
organisation and selected
films. We are sure it will
provide our audience with
an exciting experience this
year too. IFFK has always
maintained its quality,

be in its film selection or
the artistic expressions
throughout the festival.
This year, we have also
introduced new initiatives
to make the festival more
inclusive and engaging for
everyone. Ve look forward
to hosting our invaluable
audience and treating them
to art as raw as the films we
have chosen for them this
year too.

Messages

am delighted to note that the 29th edition of the International Film
Festival of Kerala is being held under the auspices of the Kerala State
Chalachitra Academy.

Cinema goes beyond being a source of entertainment; it serves as a
powerful artistic expression of human experiences and a lens through
which the realities of our world can be illuminated. These aspects are
exemplified by the films showcased in this edition of the IFFK. The
festival provides a remarkable platform to delve into the lives of people
from various parts of the globe and understand the political and social
challenges they face.

What sets IFFK apart from other film festivals is its unwavering

commitment to people across diverse backgrounds. The festival continues
to prioritise films from African, Asian, and Latin American countries,
amplifying voices that often remain unheard on global stages.

This year, the Lifetime Achievement Award will honour Ann Hui, Asia's most
celebrated woman filmmaker. Moreover, the cinemas of Armenia, an Asian

countfry, celebrating its centenary in the world of films, will be in focus.

| extend my heartfelt wishes for an engaging and inspiring experience to
all delegates of the 29th International Film Festival of Kerala. o

%

Dr.Divya S.lyer IAS

Director
Department of Culture

The International Film
Festival of Kerala (IFFK)
emerges as a vital forum

for cultural resistance and
intellectual engagement. By
curating an array of powerful
and diverse narratives, the
festival cultivates a space

for meaningful dialogue and
solidarity, enabling audiences
to align themselves with
oppressed communities
across the globe. It
transcends the boundaries of
a mere cinematic celebration,
evolving into a dynamic
platform where films ignite
conversations that amplify
marginalized voices and

challenge systemic inequities.

This collective experience
fosters a profound sense of
empathy, critical awareness,
and shared commitment to
advocacy, transforming the
festival into a catalyst for
social consciousness and
change.

Prem Kumar

Chairman
Kerala State Chalachitra Academy
Festival Director, IFFK

| am honoured o extend a
warm welcome to all those
joining us for the 29th IFFK.
As we celebrate three decades
of cinematic excellence, it is
with great joy that we invite
you to a platform where the
finest films, distinguished
filmmakers, and insightful
discussions on cinema come
together. The Kerala State
Chalachitra Academy is
dedicated to meeting the high
expectations of these devoted
film lovers, who consider

the festival a pilgrimage for
exceptional cinema. To fulfil
this, the Academy has carefully
curatfed an outstanding
selection of films for the event.
As always, the IFFK continues
to emphasize the power of
cinema fo bring communities
together and spark important
conversations about social,
political, and cultural issues.

Enjoy the festival and let the
magic of cinema captivate you!

C Ajoy
Secrefary

Kerala State Chalachitra Acad’
Executive Director, IFFK

The 29th International Film
Festival of Kerala emerges as a
beacon of resilience and unity,
upheld by the steadfast support
of the government and countless
well-wishers. This year's festival
holds distinct significance,
highlighting the enduring

spirit of cultural celebration
amidst many challenges. The
dedication fo preserving the
quality and vibrancy of the
festival's legacy defines this
collective determination. As
Thiruvananthapuram transforms
into an animated hub of
creativity, the festival offers a
thoughtfully programmed array
of films, themes, and curated
sessions, fostering networks and
celebrating diversity.

Join us as we honour cinema,
pay homage, and revel in the
metamorphic power of the

artform.

Come.... Lef's celebrate the
art of cinemal




Saji Cherian
Minister for Fisheries, Culture

and Youth Affairs
Festival President, IFFK

Golda Sellam
Curator, 29th IFFK

The 29th IFFK highlights a diverse
line-up, with a special emphasis on
films by women directors. These
films explore themes of identity,
empowerment, and social change,
reinforcing the growing role
women play in shaping the future
of global cinema. The winners of
two prominent awards, Ann Hui and
Payal Kapadia adds their innovative
film practices to the festival.The
festival also honours the centenary
of Armenian cinema which boasts
of the legacy of the maestro Sergei
Parajanov. This year, the festival
highlights a diverse line-up,

with a special emphasis on films

by women directors under the
package Female Gaze. These films
offer a window into the diverse
cinematic traditions shaping

global cinema today. The festival

is presenting a retrospective of
contemporary master Hong Sang
Soo acknowledging his tfremendous
confributions.

WWe look forward to sharing this
cinematic journey with you. See you
in the theatres!

am glad to extend my heartfelt greetings to everyone attending the 29th

International Film Festival of Kerala (IFFK]) in Thiruvananthapuram. The IFFK,
the largest cultural festival in Kerala, is entering its third decade. Over the
past 28 years, IFFK has gained international recognition as a platform where
filmmakers can showcase their creations and express their opinions without
fear. The Department of Cultural Affairs has conceived and implemented various
projects to encourage women'’s cinema and actively involve them in the technical
aspects of filmmaking. As part of this approach, the festival has highlighted the
role of women in cinema.

This edition’s Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to Ann Hui, Asia’s
most celebrated female director, serving as a reflection of the festival's focus on
promoting women's contributions to the world cinema. The fact that this year's
Malayalam Cinema category features four women directors is truly encouraging.
It is also noteworthy that the presence of women behind the camera and in
technical roles is steadily increasing, with women making their mark in the
industry. Last year's festival presented a package The Female Gaze featuring
films by women directors. In continuation of our effort to promote women
filmmakers, a similar package will be featured in this year’s festival as well. The
fact that eight of the films in the Malayalam Cinema Today section are by debut
filmmakers inspires hope for the future of Malayalam cinema.

Wishing everyone an enriching cinematic experience. e

nifying people is the ultimate goal of all film

festivals and IFFK serves as the perfect
example of this, said Saji Cherian, Minister for
Cultural Affairs. He was inaugurating the Delegate
cell of 29th IFFK at Tagore Theatre. The Minister
also inaugurated the delegate kit distribution by
handing over the first kits to film actors Sharaf U
Dheen and Mahima Nambiar. Diversity and novelty
are the salient features of IFFK, which makes us
one of the best in Asia, Minister added.

The event was presided over by Kerala State
Chalachitra Academy Chairman Prem Kumar and
Curator of 29th IFFK Golda Sellam introduced
the festival. KSCA Secretary C Ajoy, Executive
Board Member Prakash Sreedhar, General Council
Member Cuckoo Parameswaran, Reception and
Function Committee Chairman M Vijayakumar,
Cultural Workers Welfare Fund Board Chairman
Madhupal, Delegate Committee Chairman K G
Mohankumar and KSCA Deputy Director(Festival)
H. Shaji attended the function. e
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Pooja, a woman gr

betrayal and self-disc 3
Her performance is t:!:&ﬁr ’
as one of the finest depic

of a woman'’s resilience

and independence in Indian
cinema. The Ruins and The
Crossing showcase her ability
to immerse herself in stories
of emotional and social depth,
while Fire, directed by Deepa
Mehta, remains a milestone

an lcon at:
. 29mIFFK




he 29th International Film Festival of the Vear Award at the Busan Film

of Kerala celebrates the illustrious Festival (2014), and the Star Asia
career of Ann Hui, awarding her Lifetime Achievement Award at the
the Lifetime Achievement Award New Vork Asian Film Festival. She
in recognition of her immense remains the only filmmaker to have
contributions to world cinema. A won the Best Director Award af the
pioneering figure in Asian cinema, Hong Kong Film Awards six times.
Hui has been a formidable voice in Born in Anshan, Liaoning Province,

contemporary filmmaking for over five
decades, offering deeply empathetic
portrayals of ordinary lives and
marginalized communities. At 77, Hui
continues to be a cinematic force,

with her films exploring themes of
ethnicity, gender discrimination, i
migration, cultural alienation, and the ¥
socio-political fransformations of
Hong Kong. Her works resonate with
humanity and historical consciousness,
documenting the impact of Hong
Kong’s transition from British colonial
rule to Chinese sovereignty. Hui’s
remarkable achievements have earned
her numerous accolades, including the
Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement
at the 77th Venice International

Film Festival (2020), the

Berlinale Camera
Award (1997],
the Asian
Filmmaker

“+  AnnHui

Enshrining
the Cinematic

China, Hui moved to Hong Kong in
1952 and began her career directing
for Television Broadcasts Limited.
Her debut feature film, The Secret
(1979), marked the beginning of an
extraordinary journey. Her notable
works include Boat Peaple (1982),
/ Song of the Exile (1990], A Simple Life
g8 (2011), and The Golden Era [2014),
which have received acclaim at major
: festivals like Cannes, Berlin, and
Venice. At IFFK, five of Hui's'iconic
films will be sereened: Boat Peaple,
z Eighteen Springs, July Rhapsody,
lf The Postmodern Life of My Aunt, and
v/

.f".--
G-

) A Simple Life. This honor places Hui
alongside luminaries like Mrinal Sen,
Werner Herzog, and Jean-Luc Godard,
cementing her legacy as one of cinema’s
most influential storytellers. e
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